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ASHEVILLE REGIONAL AIRPORT

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY
PARKING & SHUTTLE INSTRUCTIONS ARE IMPORTANT!

2026 AVL Runway 5K Racer Instructions

PACKET PICK UP

Wednesday, September 30 (4-6pm)

Sierra Nevada
100 Sierra Nevada Way, Fletcher, NC 28732

Meet us at High Gravity, located above the Taproom!

It is strongly recommended that you pick up your race packet at this time, as access to the
race site is via shuttle only, and timing could be tight the day of the race.



RACE DAY — Saturday, October 3 — ARRIVE EARLY!

Access to event site is via shuttle only.

Race time is 10am — but it takes time to shuttle 1,000 participants and their friends/family
to the event site. So arrive early and enjoy the event site before the race.

Parking and security screening opens at 7:15am — Park, enter through security
screening, then board the shuttle to the event site.

* No prohibited items allowed through screening (see more details below)

« The first shuttle leaves the parking area at 7:30am.

o Shuttles will run continuously throughout the event.

» Security Screening will close at 11:30am and shuttles will only carry return traffic to
parking area.

« Racers will be given priority on shuttles closer to race time, if needed.

o Each shuttle seats 44 people, so we can't accommodate everyone at the same time.

+ Please, plan ample time to park, go through security screening, and
ride the shuttle to the event site.

Before and during the race there will be music, amazing plane spotting, the AVL swag shop
(with custom merch for purchase), Black Bear Coffee Co. truck, Donut | Love U truck, a Kid
Zone with free games, free photo opportunities and more!

PARKING — IMPORTANT!

T
AVL Runway 5K
Parking Area

Click for Directions



Parking for event — 9 Pinner Road, Arden, NC 28704. Entrance to paking is on Pinner
Road directly across from Corcoran Paige River Park. Watch for EVENT PARKING signs
and event staff pointing the way.

(Note for GPS users: Do not come to the airport first. Event parking area CANNOT be
accessed through airport entrance.)

Directions from Asheville:

Take 1-26 East to Exit 37. Head right on ramp for NC-146 toward Skyland. Keep right, toward
Brevard. Turn left onto Ledbetter Road. In 1.7 miles, turn left onto Glenn Bridge Road SE,
then in 1 mile, left on Glen Bridge Road. In half a mile, turn right onto Pinner Road. Watch for
event parking signs.

Directions from Hendersonville:

Take 1-26 West to Exit 40. Make a right turn off of ramp on to Airport Road, 280. Turn left
onto Rockwood Road (at the first light/McDonald’s intersection). In 1.2 miles, turn left onto
Glenn Bridge Road, then in 0.4 miles turn left onto Pinner Road. Watch for event parking
signs.

After you park — You will go through stadium-style security screening (look for the security
screening tent), then you will take a shuttle to the event site. All attendees must go through
security screening to access the event. The event site is only accesible via shuttle. The
shuttles will operate continuously between the parking area and the event site, starting at
7:30am, and ending at approximately 1:00pm. One ADA accessible bus will be available for
those with special needs or strollers (watch for signage marking the ADA shuttle line in the
parking area, after security screening).

PLAN AMPLE TIME TO PARK, GO THROUGH SECURITY SCREENING AND SHUTTLE
TO THE EVENT!

Racers will be given priority closer to race time, if needed. Racers must board a shuttle by
9:40am to make the race start time.



« PARKING AND SECURITY SCREENING TENT OPEN AT 7:15AM

« SHUTTLE SERVICE BEGINS AT 7:30AM

- EVENT SITE OPENS AT 7:30am

+ REGISTRATION TENT — Pick-up your packet only (on-site registration will not be
availble)

« BAG CHECK TENT — Drop off bag and pick up by 12:30pm.

e AWARD TENT — Catch the awards ceremony after the race (11:15ish).

e DJ — Great mix of jams playing throughout event.

» FOOD/DRINK — Black Bear Coffee Co. truck and Donut | Love U truck available for
purchasing items. You may also bring your own snacks and water.

« WATER & GRANOLA BARS — Available at the finish for all racers.

« PLANE SPOTTING! Event site is adjacent to Asheville Regional Airport’s active
runway. Bring a camp chair or blanket to enjoy the view!

« PHOTO OPS — FREE 360° Photo Booth and more.

 AVL MERCH — Popup swag shop with exclusive AVL items for sale (Credit Card
Only).

« STAR 104.3 FM VAN & CREW

« SPONSOR DISPLAYS — Interactive displays to learn about awesome businesses
supporting the cause.

o RECIPIENT DISPLAYS — AB-Tech Aviation, WNC Pilots Association aviation
experts and Big Brothers Big Sisters of WNC representing their organizations

START/FINISH LINE

The start and finish line are the same point. Please line up "behind" the start line, as shown
in the picture, at 9:45am for the 10am start. Make sure to pin your bib on the front of your
shirt for accurate timing.



T-SHIRT INFORMATION

Those who registered by the t-shirt deadline will receive the shirt/size they ordered at packet
pick-up. Those who registered after the cutoff may receive shirts at packet pick-up, while
sizes/supplies last.

AWARDS & RESULTS
Awards Ceremony will take place at approximately 11:15am. Awards will not be mailed.

Live results will be available during the race via QR Codes located throughout the event site.



WATER ON COURSE

« You may bring your own non-disposable water bottle on the course.

« If needed, airport event crew members will have water on the course.

« You must dispose of water bottles in provided trash bins. It is crucial to not have
debris on the racecourse that could blow over onto the airfield.

WALKERS & STROLLERS

We hope everyone will enjoy running and/or walking on the airfield. However, there is a
possibility that if you are a walker and are not going to be clear of the taxiway by 11:15am,
an airport crew member will direct you to turn around in order to exit that portion of the
course. NOTES: Participants pushing strollers will be asked to line up in the back of the pack

at the start line. All items in strollers must be secured so they cannot fall out or blow out onto
the airfield.

SAFETY AND SECURITY

NO PEDESTRIAN OR PARTICIPANT VEHICLE ACCESS ON
ROAD TO & FROM EVENT SITE

The AVL Runway 5K is on an active airfield and we must follow very stringent safety and
security rules. This means — all participants must go through security screening and ride
shuttles to and from the event site.

PROHIBITED ITEMS

» Tasers, firearms, knives, pepper spray, explosives or weapons of any kind
« Alcohol, drugs or illegal substances of any kind

e Drones or other unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs)

e Animals

Skates, rollerblades, skateboards, bicycles, etc.

Flashlights or laser pointers of any kind

Items that could easily blow away (flags, confetti, etc.)

Items that cause loud noises (megaphone, air horn, etc.)

Costumes that could pose a hazard, such as inflatables or face masks

Any items deemed prohibited at the discretion of the event security and staff may not
be allowed inside the event.




NO FEET ON GRASS ALONG COURSE

(or you will be removed from race.)

NO BIKES, SKATES, SCOOTERS, ETC.
Strollers are acceptable

(Children in strollers do not have to be registered for the race.)

NO PETS

Sorry! Thank you for your cooperation and understanding!

THIS IS A SMOKE/VAPE FREE EVENT



The AVL Runway 5K course is on an airfield, adjacent to an active runway. There are
significant safety protocols that must be followed. Only registered racers are allowed on the
taxiway. Participants must remain in the designated event areas. All racers must remain on

the hard surface (the gravel entry road and the paved taxiway). Airport security will be

stationed along the course. If a racer is walking/running in the grass area adjacent to the
taxiway, airport security will have to remove that participant from the event.

PARENTS - please ensure your children understand this rule. Thank you!
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